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Sydney J. Harris once warned us, 
“The real danger is not that computers will begin to think like men, but that men will begin to think like computers.”
Today, as Artificial Intelligence has become an integral part of classrooms and assignments, the warning no longer feels like a prediction—it feels like a question every educator must confront.
There was a time when a blank sheet of paper was a playground, where students were free to make mistakes, cross out ideas, start again, and sometimes stumble upon something brilliant. Today, that blank page has been replaced by a prompt box.
As teachers, many of us have begun noticing a new pattern. Assignments are grammatically flawless, yet classroom discussions reveal that some students struggle to explain the very ideas they submitted. The words may be polished, but the creative thinking, originality, and curiosity behind them are often missing.
Artificial Intelligence is undoubtedly an outstanding innovation.  It can explain complex concepts and make learning more accessible. Used wisely, it is an invaluable learning companion. The concern arises when students move from using AI as a tool to support their thinking to relying on it completely instead of using their own abilities. When we rely on AI to generate our ideas, we risk weakening the very creativity and original thinking that make us human. When a student types a prompt into a chatbot, they skip the entire creative journey and jump straight to a polished, final product.
The ultimate cost of this shortcut is not just a lost grade, but a lost generation of original thinkers. In an age of artificial intelligence, our greatest responsibility is not merely to teach students how to use technology, but to ensure they continue to ask questions, think independently, and create fearlessly. After all, while AI can generate answers, only the human mind can truly imagine, innovate, and inspire.

